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Specifying Software

Goals (of “software documents” ):
 Defining what the software should do (before it is 

really there)
 Customer and Developer agree on what should be 

delivered
 Effort (resources and time) can be planned based 

on that (contract will be based on that).
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Specifying Software

 Project Definition
 Requirements Specification
 rough
 detailed

 Systems specification
 Complete Models
 Implementation, Documentation

Handbook

what

how
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Specifying Software

 Project Definition
 Requirements Specification
 rough
 detailed

 Systems specification
 Complete Models
 Implementation, Documentation

Handbook

rough
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Specifying Software

 Project Definition
 Requirements Specification
 rough
 detailed

 Systems specification
 Complete Models
 Implementation, Documentation

Handbook

low cost

high cost



Possible Outline and Contents of your
Systems Specification
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1. Introduction
 Context & background
 Motivation & goals

 Partners of project
 Audience of this document
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2. Product Use
 Stakeholders / users

 Scenarios and examples

 ”Overview” of main concepts and functions
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3. Scope
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4. Requirements
 Overview main components
 Functional requirements

 Non-functional requiremensts 
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5. Graphical User Interface
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6. Architecture Overview
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7. Detailed design
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8. Realization
 Used platform and technology
 Use of technology-specific features in the design
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Appendices
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